


4 READING 

a Read the article once and choose the best heading. 

---- 1 Laptops and modern lifestyles D 
2 Eat and drink "vhile you work D 
3 Liquid and laptops don't mix D 

• 

• • 
. • •• 

ave you ever dropped a drink on your laptoJ:J? ff you have, 
you'll remember the panic when you thought that your 
machine would never work again. If you haven't, it may 

well happen to you in the future . Spilling drinks on a laptop 
is a common occurrence. Just in case it does happen, here are 
some basic tips that tell you what you should do. 

The effect of the drink on your laptop depends on what it is. 
Water and green tea generally cause the least damage. The 
worst drinks to spill are those which contain mi lk and sugar, 
such as hot drinks like coffee and tea, and soft drinks like 
cola or lemonade. 

What happens to your laptop also depends on what you do 
immed iately after the spill. The first thing you should do 
is unplug the machine and take the battery out. This will, 
hopefully, stop any electrical damage. Then, you should 
turn it upside down and stop the liquid getting to the 
motherboard. This is where some of the most important 
pa rts of the computer are, and if it gets wet, your laptop 
may be damaged permanently. 

The next step is to clean up as much of the liquid as quickly 
as possible. If you don't have a cloth to do this, use some 
tissues instead. Try to touch the keyboard lightly instead of 
wiping it with the tissue. 

If you spilled a lot of liqu id, you'll have to work harder to save 
your machine. Put it near a window or somewhere with cold 
air, and shake it gently to get the liquid out. It might help 
if you take off the bottom of the case so that you can take 
out the hard drive. If you do this, remember not to touch 
any of the electronics. When you have done as much as you 
can, leave the laptop somewhere warm to dry. This will take 
at least a day. Do not use a haird ryer, as th is wil l make the 
machine dirty. 

When you think the laptop is dry, switch it back on to see if it 
works. If you only spilled a little clean water, you might be lucky 
and the machine may turn on straight away. However, you'll 
probably have problems if the drink was a large, milky coffee 
with lots of sugar in it, or a glass of wine. If your laptop still 
doesn't work, look at the keyboard and try taking it apart to 
clean it better. However, if you've gone this far, it's probably 
time you thought about getting some help. You can either take 
the laptop to be repaired, or buy a new one. And in future, 
remember to drink your coffee at someone else's desk! 

b Read the article again. Mark the sentences T (true) 
or F (false). 

l Not many people spill drinks on their laptops. E 
2 Green tea causes less damage than coffee with milk. 
3 You shouldn't n1ove your laptop after a spill. 
4 You should only use a cloth. 
5 You can try taking out the hard drive of the machine. 
6 You should use a hairdryer to dry the electronics. 
7 A little >vater doesn't usually cause much dan1age . 
8 The advice in the article only works for laptops that 

haven't had a lot of liquid spilt on then1 . 

c Look at tl1e highlighted \vords and phrases. What do 
you think they mean? Use your dictionary to look up 
their meaning and pronunciation. 

5 LISTENING 

a '9@!\D Listen to a conversation at the reception 
desk of a hotel. What does the guest 'vvant to kno"v? 

b Listen again and complete the notes. 

Name 
Room 
Number 

I 

2 

Barry Gray 

Standard 3 
____ per day 

Advanced 4 per minute 
Maximum 5 per day 

Type of Wrfi chosen 
6 

Start time 
7 

End time 
8 

c Listen again with the audioscript on p. 76. 

USEFUL WORDS AND PHRASES 

Learn these words and phrases. 

hits (on a website) . h n:;.' 
wi II power 1\vilpa1 ;;i, 
1nultitask in1,dt i'to:sk/ 

relevant .' ' rcl~vgntf 

be productive 'bi: prg'J .\ k uv. 
feel anxious ! l"i:I 'a:i:ikJ::isi 
common sense : k nn1.ln 'scns1 

electronic device · ilck 'trnn 1 k d 1 'va1s' 
from time to time /frJ1n Laun tJ 'taun ; 
information overload , 111fJ1ne1J11 'gov;:il;;iodi 


