


1 GIVING OPINIONS

Complete the dialogue.

John |love this song. Can you turn it up?

Anna Dolhave to? It's really old.

John It may be old, but it's one of my
favourites. ' Personally . | think
pop music was better in the past
than it is now. What do you

e L 7
Anna Mo, | don't think that's
T, -Inmy
i - . there is some

great music around. And some of
today's singers have fantastic voices.
John |*ag . But very few
of themn write their own music. If you
*as me, the real
musicians are the ones who write the
songs and then perform them live on
stage. Dot you” ag N
Anna Tobe’h ,ldon't
know a lot about it. | just put the radio
on and listen to what theyre playing!

2 SOCIAL ENGLISH

Complete the dialogues. Use a phrase
containing the word in brackets.

1 A Hellol _['m back |[back)
B Hil Did you have a good day?
2 A m going out for a walk now. Do you want
to come?
B

Fil gat my coat. (minute)
3 A I've brought you some flowers,
B Thankyou Thats
Sl el (kand]
4 A

what you said about
moving abroad? [mean)
B ¥es.ithink it'll be a great oppartunity for us.,
5 A Youlook upset. What's the matter,
B Mothingreally.

my

boyfriend's away and | really miss him. {just)

" It celebrity

3 READING

a Read the text. Mark the sentences T {true) or F (false).

New York taxis arc all the same model of cae. F
A medallion number has tour numbers and one lerter.

An off-duty cab won't pick you up.

You should stand in the street untl a taxi stops for you.

W o e P —

When you get in a taxi, the price starts at 40 cents.

O You pay per minute it there are problems wich traffic,

Taxi drivers like to be paid in cash.

NEW YORK Tlxls B 1 h

New York taxis provide an essential
service to Mew Yorkers and tourists for
getting around the city. There are over -
12,000 yellow medaliion taxicabs so =~
it doasn't take long to see one. - :

What does a New York taxi look like?

Mew York taxis come in many different shapes and sizes, but to be
official taxis they must ba yellow. They must also have a apecial code
called a medallion number: ane number, then one letter, and twao
more numbers. A bronze badge with the same coge should also be
displayed on the hood.

Dnly taxis with the above are legally licensed to pick vou up!

How will | know when a New York taxi is available?
It's all in the lights! When just the centre light illuminates the
medallion number, the taxi is available to be hailed. When the
centre light is off and both sidelights are on (illuminaling the words
"OFf Duty'), the taxi is off duty and won't stop for you.

How to hail a New York taxi.

First, try to hail a taxi in the direction you are already going; it saves
fima and money. When you see an available taxi, make sure it's safe
and step off the pavement whilst nolding yvour hand up high, IF for
any reasan vou don’t get the driver's attention, step back onto the
pavement and wait for the next available taxi and repeat the process,
It's as simple as that,

New York taxi fares.

Once you step into the cab the meter will be turned on. This is called
the ‘flag-drop fare” and is $2.50. After that it will cost you 40 cents for
every 400 metres, or 40 cents per minute if vou are stuck in traffic.
There is a flat-rate charga of $45 from Manhattan to JFK Airport.

If you're happy with the journey, you should tip your driver between
15% and 20% of the total fare. Paying by cash is preferred, howeawver
all taxis now accept credit cards.

b Underline five words or phrases vou don't know. Use your
diction ary ro lowok up their mu::ming and |:'|1'|T|-m|.11c|'.1ﬂ|:rn_
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1 PERMISSION AND REQUESTS 3 READING GEttln

a Complete the requests with the correct form of w—— ﬂﬁ

the verbs in the box.

de join pass meet take wisit

I Couldvou do  me a big favour? merica Is huge. so flving is the quickest way to get around
2 Do vou mind if | vou? [ ] the country. It can be expensive though, so here are some
3 Would you mind _ meal other ways of getting around.

the airpore? ] If you aren’t in a hurry, the best alternative is to go by car. You

have to be at least 25 years old to rent a car in the States, and
vou need a valid driver’s license and a major credit card to do so.
There are a lot of rental car companies, and their prices vary a
lot. Compare companies before you decide which one to use, and
n remember it can be cheaper to book for a week than for a day

If you prefer to be driven rather than driving yourself, the
b March the requests from a with the responses a—f. next best way to travel is by bus. Greyhound is the major long-
distance bus company, and it has routes through the USA and
Canada. Tickets are much cheaper if you buy them seven days
in advance, and there are often other offers. If you're travelling

4 lsit OK ifwe My parents
this weekend?

LI

L

Can you the salt?
& Do you think yvou could
me to the station?

a Ot course not. Take a seat.

I Sure. Here it is.

¢ Yes, of course. Whar time’s your train?® | with a friend, your companion gets 50% off if you buy the
d-irdependswharieis! tickets three days before you travel, and children aged between
> Mot ar all. When do you land? two and 11 get a 40% discount.
t Sure. Which day would be best? An alternative to using the bus is to take the train. Amtrak
is the American rail company. and it has long-distance lines
connecting all of America’s biggest cities. Tt also runs buses
2 SOCIAL ENGLISH from major stations to smaller towns and national parks, Fares
{‘_mnplutu the :‘J:i,1|ug1|1_'_ vary depending on the type of train and the seat, but yvou need
to reserve at least three days ahead to get a discount. Students
Jay Danlit's great to " sge  you. with an International Student Card get 15% off the standard
Dan Youtoo, Jay. It's been years. fare. Bring vour own food, as the dining car is quite expensive.
Jay How'c____ you're sa late? —_—

Dan My flight was delayed and then | had to wait

) a Read the text and answer the l;.[m:'-:lil:rn:-..
ages for a taxi.

Jay  Well, you're here now. Do you want something | Whart do vou need to hire a car in America
to eat? ' _You need a valid driver s license and a major credit card,

2 What is the difference between all the car rental companies?
Dan HNo'w , manl I want to go out P

and see the city!
Jay Don't you want to unpack first?
Dan

Mo, | can do that later. But 'l take a shower, g . )
4 How can you save money if vou're travelling alone by bus?

3 Where does the Grevhound bus company operare?

if you dom't * m

Jay Sure. Go ahead,

Dan  This is great. You and me getting ready to
g0 out.

Jay Yeah. It'sjust liketheold * d

Dan Right, 'm ready. Let's go. We have a lot to . .
ot about, b Upderline five words or ph rases you don't know. Use vour

dictionary to look up their meaning and pronunciation.

3 How much do students pay on Amtrak trains?

=h,

Whar should long-distance rail passengers rake with them?




